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C r e a t o r  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  a n d  P re sc h o o l  

Pastorõs Corner 

Dear Creator Lutheran Church and Community! 
 
The last five months have been a series of pivots, one 
after another as we have all needed to respond to the 
impact of the pandemic on everything from buying 
groceries, to connecting with friends and family and to 
worshipping. We adapt and then case numbers go up or 
down and we adapt or pivot again. At times this pivoting 

has been exhausting and demanded a lot of learning and at time the 
demand is in the grieving. We have much to grieve as milestones and 
transitions, as life and death passages have needed to be observed in 
different and less intimate ways.  
 
Pivoting will continue to be needed in the months ahead. I wish it was 
not the case but it is the unavoidable reality. Grace will be needed in 
abundance as each of us is impacted, inconvenienced or isolated due to 
adaptations that are enacted for public safety and community health. 
Naming and understanding how we are being affected can help us also be 
present for one another in each pivot to come.  
 
This weekôs pivot was one that brought joy. For four hours yesterday 
(Wednesday, August 26) at the rate of one car load of precious and 
beloved children of God, we got to connect over the Lordôs Supper in 
person.  The tangible receiving of the sacrament, the real time hearing of 
the words of Christ that promise and deliver us grace and mercy was 
beautiful.  
 
Looking in one anotherôs eyes over the fabric that covered up the rest of 
our faces and sharing the peace of Christ eclipsed for a moment the 
fatigue of so much distance that we have been asked to endure.  
Listening to prayer concerns and praying together without the lag that is 
the reality with streaming services was a true joy.  Providing for the 
mutual conversation and consolation of the saints six feet apart rather 
than with a screen between was the gift of the day.  
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I am thankful for the resources that are available for use of technology. 
Who would have thought that zoom would become a household word that 
does not make us think of speeding ahead or through but rather a word 
that means connection (with a dose of frustration as we learn how to 
navigate it!).  These resources will continue to be part of our ministry 
into the future.  
 
As we continue to pivot our hope at Creator is to continue to be 
connected. To first and foremost work to bring to each one of us Godôs 
Word through worship, pastoral and congregational care. This means that 
we are going to be updating some of the technology in our sanctuary so 
that even as we reopen in person worship that those who feel safer and 
more secure at home may continue to be connected and to worship. This 
means that we will continue to learn and grow, to grieve and to be joyful 
as we adapt to the circumstances of our time. This may mean opening up 
and then pivoting back to more distance for the sake of the health and 
well being of all members and visitors of Creator Lutheran Church.  
 
One pivot that we are planning for as well in September is the return to 
in person worship on Sundays for 50 members each Sunday. There will 
be guidelines to follow and it wonôt be the same as before Covid-19, but 
we will be able to be together. We will continue to stream and post 
worship for those who either choose not to come in person or for when 
we reach our capacity of people. More information will be coming out 
next week about this pivot! 
 
Some pivots will be joyous, like drive-thru communion and some will not 
be joyous as we are asked once again to make sacrifices on the road 
towards. Throughout it all Christ is with us. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Amanda 
 

Pastoral Emergency Fund  

Creator has a fund available to be used at the discretion of Pastor 
Amanda to support congregation members and the community as 
needed. If you or a member another member of the Creator Community 
has a particular financial need at this time, please reach out to Pastor 
Amanda for support. We are here for one another at this time. This fund 
is also open for additional donations from the congregation. 
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                                      Remote Worship  
Worship will continue to be live-streamed on Facebook Live and zoomed. 
If you would like to join worship via zoom the URL to join is:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89375602512?
pwd=M3hPK0pIMGIzZ2M0eEhmTitoM3NQdz09 

 

Meeting ID: 893 7560 2512  Password: 435230 

 

One tap mobile 

+12532158782,,89375602512#,,,,0#,,435230# US (Tacoma) 

 

Call in option: Do not have internet? Not comfortable with entering 
zoom on a computer or using facebook live? Zoom offers the option to 
call in to listen to the service. Call into worship while it is open ð usually 
a minimum of 5 minutes before 9:30am until 11:00am ð +1 253 215 
8782  when requested follow the directions to enter the meeting number: 
89375602512. You will be able to hear the worship service.  

Daily Devotions  
Evening Devotions have been discontinued at this time.   
 
You are invited to join live together in devotion daily Monday -Thursday 
via zoom at 9:00am https://zoom.us/j/633840757   
 
Call into the zoom devotion:   +1 253 215 8782  when requested follow 
the direction to enter the meeting number:  
9:00am devotion meeting # 633840757   
You will be able to hear the class. When discussion is opened, you will be 
unmuted by the host so that you can participate.  

All worship services and devotions will be posted after completion on 
both YouTube and 
the creator website: https://www.youtube.com/user/CreatorLutheran and 
www.creatorlutheran.net  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89375602512?pwd=M3hPK0pIMGIzZ2M0eEhmTitoM3NQdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89375602512?pwd=M3hPK0pIMGIzZ2M0eEhmTitoM3NQdz09
https://zoom.us/j/633840757
https://www.youtube.com/user/CreatorLutheran
http://www.creatorlutheran.net


4  

 

                               NOW TWICE A MONTH! 
 
 September 13 & 27 at 10:45amðZoom only 
 
Following our regular 9:30am worship service which is available on 
Facebook, Zoom and our Website, an abbreviated Holy Communion 
Service will be offered at 10:45am only on zoom.  The Holy Communion 
Service will not include the sermon, prayers of the people ð simply the 
communion liturgy.  
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/99482625443?
pwd=UDBtL01tcE5yamd1bTdGR0J4bDMwZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 994 8262 5443    Password: 880093 
One tap mobile  +12532158782,,99482625443#,,1#,880093# US 
(Tacoma) 
 
Prepare for Holy Communion!  Have the elements ready ahead of 
time at your home.  
 
You are asked to have the elements of bread and wine/grape juice ready 
at your home prior to the worship service.  Prepackaged elements are 
available for pick up at the office from 10:00am-2:00pm. 
 

Holy Communion Worship Service  
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We know many of you are missing the sacrament and want to help 
administer communion faithfully during this time of social distancing. We'll 
have proper protocols in place to administer communion to you while you 
remain safely in your vehicle. This program will run every Wednesday 
through at least the end of September.  

Drive Thru Instructions: 

1. You are encouraged to pull into the back entrance of the parking lot or 
turn around in the parking lot and form a line parallel to the front 
entrance/sidewalk. You may have to wait while other congregation 
members in front of you receive Holy Communion. Pull forward when it is 
your turn. 

2. Congregants stay in their cars, windows open. You are encouraged to 
mask while with Pastor Amanda with the exception of when you commune. 

3. Upon cars pulling up to the front door curb, Pastor Amanda will look to 
see the number of people in the car. 

4. You will receive pre-packaged communion elements (grape juice and 
wafer) and a bulletin to take off of  a tray. 

5. Pastor Amanda will step back from the car and lead the Holy 
Communion liturgy. 

6. There will be time for prayer requests and prayer.  

7. The time will conclude with a benediction and sending. 

8. Car pulls away, additional car, if present, may pull forward. 
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A Time to Listen and a Time to Learné ongoing conversation regarding 
Racism.  You are welcome to attend and reflect on significant events in 
our countryôs history that are not widely taught and their impact on our 
current upheaval. Join via Zoom Thursday, September 24, 2020 at 
7:00PM. 

Join Zoom meeting: 

https://zoom.us/j/96120001197?
pwd=dmgxKzVyNW5qVWJmRUczekVLVXh6QT09 
 
Meeting ID: 961 2000 1197   Passcode: 930701 
 
One tap mobile 
+12532158782,,96120001197#,,,,,,0#,,930701# US (Tacoma) 
+16699006833,,96120001197#,,,,,,0#,,930701# US (San Jose) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
 
SEPTEMBER BOOK REVIEW: We Were Eight Years in Power: An 
American Tragedy  
by Ta-Nehisi Coates  
 
ó"We were eight years in power" was the 
lament of Reconstruction-era black politicians 
as the American experiment in multiracial 
democracy ended with the return of white 
supremacist rule in the South. Now Ta-Nehisi 
Coates explores the tragic echoes of that 
history in our own time: the unprecedented 
election of a black president followed by a 
vicious backlash that fueled the election of 
the man Coates argues is America's "first 
white president."ô  https://
www.goodreads.com/book/
show/33916061-we-were-eight-years-in
-power 
 
Mr. Coates was a web journalist for ñThe 
Atlanticò and this book contains 8 of his 
essays, one for each year of the Obama 
administration, each introduced by an essay 
to place it in a historical, political or social 
context with information referenced from experts. 
 
 

A Time to Listen and Learn  

https://zoom.us/j/96120001197?pwd=dmgxKzVyNW5qVWJmRUczekVLVXh6QT09
https://zoom.us/j/96120001197?pwd=dmgxKzVyNW5qVWJmRUczekVLVXh6QT09
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1214964.Ta_Nehisi_Coates
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33916061-we-were-eight-years-in-power
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33916061-we-were-eight-years-in-power
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33916061-we-were-eight-years-in-power
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33916061-we-were-eight-years-in-power
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Review of ñWe Were Eight Years in Powerò By Linda Reed 

 

This was a thought provoking book.  The response of Obama to racism in 
America was surprising and not.  People may have thought that with the 
election of a Black president maybe NOW racism was behind us, but the 
essay relating the story of Shirley Sherrod was heart wrenching and 
frightening in the manipulative power of social media and the public's 
willingness to accept as truth the loudest voice.  The depth, longevity and 
fear associated with racial injustice in America is pervasive and almost 
unfathomable in its ability to survive and thrive.  I traveled for a month in 
Cameroon, Africa, with a group of French teachers.  I experienced being 
the object of curiosity and assumptions simply based on my appearance 
as a White woman, which caused some disorientation and depression.  I 
was relieved to know that I would be returning home to a ñnormalò world 
where I was able to blend in and no longer be a curiosity. In todayôs 
world, I can identify those behaviors as related to White privilege.  
Consequently I see people of color through new eyes and hopefully 
greater empathy.  I continue to believe that it is by delaying judgment, 
seeking facts and underlying stories that we might be able to de-escalate 
our responses to people and situations which enflame our society and 
make dialog acrimonious  and relationships strained.  There must be 
changes.  The perspectives and information from these essays offer ideas 
to consider. 

A Time to Listen and Learn, Conõd 
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Church Council Highlights  

 

Church Council met Tuesday, August 18th, 2020. This is a summary of 
the meeting. Approved Minutes will be posted on the bulletin board across 
from the office. 

 

Committee Reports 

The Ad Hoc Committee for COVID Response members met on August 
24 to further discussions on safety and meeting together.   Pastor Amanda 
will continue to keep the congregation informed regarding our churchôs 
status through emails and announcements on Sundays. 

 

Council Reports 

Treasurer ïJochen Funk reported that the General Fund balance at the 
end of July is $102,401 Expenses were $23,959. Contributions/Giving 
were $27,391. Benevolence (20% of giving) is $5,478 

Council voted to approve the July Creator treasurer report submitted 
by the finance committee. 

There was a joint Zoom meeting with the Finance Committee and Church 
Council on August 25th discussing rolling forward the budget 3 months 
(October, November and December) so that the new fiscal year will start 
in January. 

 

Pastors report- Pastor Amanda is putting together a team to look at how 
to regularly stream services from the sanctuary. She will be meeting with 
Brian Hinkley and Rich Hurley on September 2nd to review equipment 
proposed. Some funds were approved to help begin the process. 
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Creator Lutheran continues to support local agencies with your generous 
donations though Sunday offerings.  In August, we gave to the Bonney 
Lake and Sumner food banks and their backpack programs, which provide 
nutritious and easy to prepare foods to school aged children over the 
weekends.  We gave each program $400 for a total of $1200 donated 
towards supporting those with hunger issues.   

 

We donated $400 to Exodus Housing which supports those in domestic 
violence and homelessness. We also donated $400 to Open Hearth which 
provides short term housing to homeless families.  

 

In addition to hunger and homelessness, we distributed funds towards the 
White River School District Family Center-$300 and the Sumner Bonney 
Lake School District Family Center-$200 to support students who need 
supplies to prepare themselves for the academic year.    

 

Your generosity through your monetary giving supports many of our 
neighbors with different needs and demonstrates Christôs message to care 
for the poor.   
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September 13th is Godôs Work, Our Hands Sunday.  This year our 
church ð and our world ð are living through the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Physical distancing has changed the way we worship and 
serve. But the need is great, and here are some ideas that you can 
do to participate this year. 

 
¶ Put together a care package for someone who may need encourage-
ment or send flowers 

¶ Make masks 
¶ Send a card or phone someone you know in an assisted living resi-
dence 

¶ Donate blood 
¶ Donate food to the food bank 
¶ Exercise your right to vote 
¶ Learn more about racial justice  
¶ Thank our teachers and school administrators 
¶ Help to provide internet access for kids so they can do their schoolwork 
¶ Encourage parents of school age kids  
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During ñAll things Covidò the Wednesday 
night Menôs group has been using 
Zoom.  The meetings start at 7:00 PM 
and get over by 9:00PM.  If you are 
interested in joining the meeting please 
contact Scott Perkins with your email address and he will send 
you a link for Zoom 

Scott.perkins@hotmail.com or 253-230-3416 

 

 

Creator Evening Womenõs Group 

Please join the Creator Evening Women's group for fellowship 
and book study Tuesday Sept 29, 6:30 - 8:00 pm via zoom. 
Our next book will be The Vanishing Half a novel by Brit 
Bennett.  Please contact Janice Pendergast at 
janicepend@yahoo.com for the zoom link/password. 

mailto:Scott.perkins@hotmail.com
mailto:janicepend@yahoo.com
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Mask News !  

Thanks to the hard work and generosity of our church mem-

bers, we still have a good supply of masks. If you need to 

pick some up or you want to donate more masks, just stop 

by the church from 10:00amð2:00pm Monday-Friday. 

 

Our local Lions4kids agency who 

provides clothing for children 

would love to have kidsô masks as 

well. Please help us contribute 

their cause. Place them in zip lock 

bags and put them in the box 

outside the church labeled Masks 4 kids.  

This drive will run through  October.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ñTalk is cheap, voting is free, take it to the polls.ò Nanette Avery 
 
Not registered in Washington State or need to change your ad-
dress to get the ballot? You can do it on line in time for the No-
vember 3 elections. Go to www.votewa.gov. Your WA drivers li-
cense or WA identification card are required.The rest of the re-
quirements are listed on the registration form. Deadline to reg-
ister is Oct. 26. Do it today! After registering, a ballot will be 
sent to you some time in October. Fill it out and mail it!! 
 
 

http://www.votewa.gov
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 Name:   Stephanie Parton 

 Vocation:   Educator 

 Birthday:   August 15 

 Hobbies:   Soccer, tennis, and 
Hallmark      movies! 

What is your favorite food?   My momôs 
homemade lasagna 

What is your favorite vacation spot?  My grandparentsô cabin they 
built on Bull Lake in Montana 

Name one person who has influenced your life decisions:  Terri 
Heckroth influenced me to live a life of service. 

What three things do you value the most?   God, family and 
friends, and Godôs peopleðanyone who needs some love and 
acceptance. 

Name something that most people do not know about you.  My 
husband and I sponsor a little boy from Sri Lanka whose birthday 
falls on our wedding anniversary. 

What do you like most about Creator?   The people 

Where do you see God in your life?   I try to keep God in the 
center, but there are days I forget to pray and attend church 
virtually.  However, I know that God is always there no matter 
what.     

If you could ask God one question that He promised to answer, 
what would it be?   ñWhat do you have planned for me?ò   

What is the biggest challenge you face?   Figuring out what to do 
next.  I have so many hopes and dreams, but I donôt know where 
to start.   

Who do you admire the most?   Houston Kraft 

If you won $1 million, what would you do with it?   I would give it 
to those who need it, and use it to build or start up a non-profit 
organization.  Either helping the homeless, foster kids, refugees, 
BIPOC, LGBTQ, etc. 

Who is your favorite Super Hero?   Captain Marvel 

 

One to One  
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Karl Bartlett   Norm Huffman   Levi Nesbitt 

Hannah Bickford  Patrick Jacobsen  Brytzana Pena 

Sydney Carter   Jane Liedtke   Neil Ransford 

Cathy Coleman   Ruby Liedtke   Ben Roller 

Joan Collman   Eric Lindgren   Jack Romero 

Garrett Feroy   Gracie Magnusson  Bob Rutkosky 

Holly Gardner   Kurt Marquiss   Douglas Sanford 

Carol Green   Ellianna Nelson   Don Swanson 

Bob Hoeck   Kyle Nesbitt   Grace Winsor 

 


